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_-Thkhnm lesson: H d why do the physical feat
The area between the tropics of Cancer and ink back to the previous lesson: How and why do the physical features of

d t the A differ dependi latitude?
Capricorn (ncluding the pquator) ts known as the ifferent regions across the Americas differ depending on latitude’
tropics. There is more direct sunlight in the H
tropics which means it is warmer than the more Cllmate Zon‘es
northerly/southerly areas. Nearer the poles,
summers tend to be hot and winters warm.

» the features of the different climate zones?
pact does the climate zone have on a place?

o= o o Areas within the Arctic and Antarctic Circles have at
least one day of 24 hour sunlight in summer and one of
24 hour darkness in winter. Nearer the poles, there can
be very long days or nights, depending on the season
Since the sun is very low in the sky, the energy from
the sun tends fo he weak

Close

Arctic Circle

Tropic of Cancer — |
Equator
Tropic of Capricorn —

Close > Antarctic Circle

The areas between the Tropic of Cancer and the
Arctic Circle and the Tropic of Capricorn and the
Antarctic Circle contain the subtropics and
temperate zones. Changes in the length of day
between summer and winter (particularly nearer
the poles) can make for big changes in summer
and winter temperatures.

At direct sunlight, which
‘meanthe Equator, there is
sunlight for 12 hours a day every
2 3 4  day. There s a greater amount
= e OF s there is more energy
received from the sun.
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Climate Zones o

Here are four of the main climate zones in the world.
These zones are determined by latitude.

Polar climate between 60° and 90°

‘Temperate climate between 40° and 60°
Subtropics between 23.5° and 40°

Subtropics between 23.5° and 40°
‘Temperate climate between 40° and 60°
Polar climate between 60° and 90°

How many climate zones can you see across the Americas?
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Climate Groups and Types

and Bio

The system describes five main
climate groups and each of
these groups consist of a range
of climate types.

(Note that climate zones relate
to latitude but there are other
factors such as ocean currents,
winds and land masses that
also influence climate groups
and types,)

mes

What type of
climate do you
think it is where
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Climate Groups and Types
and Biomes

The world can be divided up
into different major biome sites.

The climate and geography of an area

also determines its type of biome. p———————

biomes here.





